Intraoperative monitoring of myocardial ischemia.
Cardiovascular complications are commonly observed in surgical patients, and myocardial ischemia is the most important determinant of perioperative morbidity. The clinical criteria defining a patient population at increased risk for cardiovascular events are presented. The authors review the principles of monitoring and diagnosing myocardial ischemia, focusing on eletrocardiography and TransEsophageal Echocardiography. These patients must be closely followed long after the end of surgery, since the risk for cardiac morbidity is high for several hours postoperatively.